
 

 
 

 

 
   

 
       

                  

 

 

 

 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

 
SSC Banquet & Fundraiser 

March 17th, 2018 
Doubletree Hotel in Sacramento 

_______________________ 
 

SSC Member Meeting 
April 21st , 2018 
Location TBD 

_______________________ 
 

Clays For Kids (Ray Day) 
June 3rd  

Birds Landing Hunting Preserve 
_______________________ 

 
SSC Clay Day 

July 14th 
Birds Landing Hunting Preserve 
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SACRAMENTO SAFARI CLUB 39th ANNUAL FUNDRAISER 

 
Everyone should have received their invitations in the mail to our March fundraiser on March 

17th (note:  there was a date typo on the postcard).  You can mail in your postcards to resrve 

tickets and/or tables, or buy them on our website at 

https://www.sacramentosafariclub.org/fundraiser .  All tickets will be held at Will Call / Check-

In, unless you request to have them mailed to you by February 28th.  Programs and list of hunts 

should be finalized and released shortly.  If you have not “liked” our page on Facebook, be sure 

to do so.  Hunts and unique auction merchandise will be announced there as well.   

 

This year we have an open zone antelope tag.  In the past, we have 

auctioned these open tags via phone as well.  If you are unable to make 

the fundraiser but are interested in bidding for this item, please contact 

Don Giottonini for details. 

 

Don’t forget the hotel room discount you can receive at the DoubleTree if you plan to stay 

overnight.  Below is the link and information to book your rooms: 

http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/R/RLSA-DT-SSC-

20180316/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG 

Group Name: Sacramento Safari Club 

Group Code: SSC 

Check-in: 16-MAR-2018 

Check-out: 18-MAR-2018 

Hotel Name: DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Sacramento 

Hotel Address: 2001 Point West Way 

  Sacramento, California  

  95815 

Phone Number: 916-924-4900 

 

 

The Board has made every effort in continuing to improve our fundraiser based on the 

suggestions you provide.  We are confident you will have a great time.  Please be sure to support 

your local SCI chapter by your attendence. 

 

https://www.sacramentosafariclub.org/fundraiser
http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/R/RLSA-DT-SSC-20180316/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG
http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/R/RLSA-DT-SSC-20180316/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG
http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/hotels/index.jhtml?ctyhocn=RLSA-DT
https://maps.google.com/?q=2001+Point+West+Way%0D+%0D+%0D+%C2%A0%0D+Sacramento,+California+%0D+%0D+%0D+%C2%A0%0D+95815&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=2001+Point+West+Way%0D+%0D+%0D+%C2%A0%0D+Sacramento,+California+%0D+%0D+%0D+%C2%A0%0D+95815&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=2001+Point+West+Way%0D+%0D+%0D+%C2%A0%0D+Sacramento,+California+%0D+%0D+%0D+%C2%A0%0D+95815&entry=gmail&source=g
tel:(916)%20924-4900


 

 
 

* 

 

 

HUNTERS CORNER COLUMNIST   

 
 

Many of you have gotten to know our monthly Columnist Grant Carson, through interviews and 

his stories.  Grant is now a full time student in college and will be devoting his time towards his 

studies. Because of his dedication to the chapter as our monthly Columnist and Event 

Photographer, Grant was awarded ‘Member of the Year’ for 2016.   The Sacramento Safari Club 

Board would like to express our appreciation to Grant.  We wish him all the best! 

 

Going forward, we encourage our members to submit pictures and stories of their hunts with 

family and friends.  This is a hunting community and a place to network.   Please submit 

columns to Colleen Cline at clinecorp@surewest.net if you would like to share your adventures.   

 

* 
 

 

CNN’s TROPHY HUNTING ARTICLE 

 
By Amy Dickman 

 

 

I am a lifelong animal lover and vegetarian for whom the idea of killing animals for fun is 

repellent, and have committed my career to African wildlife conservation.  

You might, therefore, expect that I would have been thrilled with Donald Trump's suggestion -- 

influenced apparently by media and animal rights pressures -- that he could decide against the 

US importation of trophy-hunted elephants (and possibly other species such as lions).  

However, I am fearful that impulsive and emotional responses to trophy hunting -- no matter 

how well-meaning -- could in fact intensify the decline of species such as lions.  

There is no doubt that iconic African species are in serious trouble -- lion numbers have nearly 

halved in 20 years, and as we estimate that only around 24,000 remain, lions are now as rare as 

rhinos in Africa, and 15 times rarer than elephants . 

From the furore over trophy hunting, the public could be forgiven for thinking that it was the 

major threat facing lions. But in reality, the key issues are loss of habitat, prey loss from 

bushmeat poaching and conflict with local people .  

That conflict usually involves poisoning, shooting or spearing lions, either to retaliate for (or try 

to prevent) attacks on livestock or people. Some traditional killing of lions also still occurs, 

where young men spear them to gain wealth and status.  

mailto:clinecorp@surewest.net
http://edition.cnn.com/2017/11/18/politics/elephant-trophy-reversal-reactions/index.html
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/extinction-countdown/african-lion-populations-drop-42-percent-in-past-21-years/
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/extinction-countdown/african-lion-populations-drop-42-percent-in-past-21-years/
http://edition.cnn.com/videos/living/2015/12/22/us-lists-african-lion-endangered-flocken-intv.cnn
http://edition.cnn.com/2016/08/31/africa/great-elephant-census/index.html
http://edition.cnn.com/interactive/2016/12/specials/vanishing/


 

 
 

It is unquestionable that poorly managed trophy hunting can negatively impact lion populations, 

and it is imperative that hunting is well managed. Systems have been established in places like 

Zimbabwe to regulate hunting, and while they will never be perfect, they are working relatively 

well.  

Furthermore, any negative impacts need to be set against the positives such a land use can offer. 

People may find it very strange that there can be any positive aspect to hunting threatened 

species -- surely any additional mortality heaped on a declining species must unquestionably be a 

bad thing?  

The reality is more complicated. Of course, if trophy hunting is the main reason for the decline in 

an area's lion population, then stopping it is entirely justified and desirable.  

However, in most places, this is not the case. And if trophy hunting diminishes those other 

threats -- by protecting habitat, preventing poaching or acting as a buffer between parks and 

human populations -- then overall the threatened species could be better off.  

People are often confused by the "benefit" of hunting, imagining it is about money going to local 

people. While that can be important, particularly in remote communal areas with few other 

revenue options, the most important benefit from an African conservation perspective is that 

trophy hunting maintains vast areas of land for wildlife, which is invaluable in an ever more 

human-dominated world.  

There is a risk that by banning trophy importation without considering the alternative land uses, 

the headline-grabbing but usually small threat posed by trophy hunting could be replaced by the 

far more silent, deadly and larger threats of land conversion, poaching and conflict.  

Photo-tourism is often touted as a replacement -- but in many remote, less attractive areas, it 

would not generate sufficient revenue to maintain that land as a wildlife area. If there are non-

lethal alternatives to trophy hunting that could safeguard the same amount of land, then I would 

be the first to support them -- but the reality is that no such alternatives currently exist for most 

hunting areas.  

People may hate the ethics around trophy hunting, but to a lion (and to a conservationist), the 

consequence is the same whether it is shot by a trophy hunter, poisoned by a local villager or 

starved from lack of prey, so the aim should be to reduce overall unsustainable mortality rather 

than focusing on one particular activity.  

We should remember that the management of African wildlife is the right and responsibility of 

range states -- who have managed to maintain populations of large, costly wildlife while in the 

Global North we have largely extirpated ours.  

The US-based calls to ban trophy hunting in Africa seem particularly hypocritical considering 

the scale of domestic US hunting -- it would save far more animals if the activity was banned in-

country, and would not impact the lives of rural Africans and their wildlife.  

Our ultimate goal should be to really understand the threats to each population and aim to reduce 

those, based on science rather than emotion.  

Otherwise we could be condemning far more of these magnificent animals to death, even if such 

deaths occur far beyond the gaze and hype of the media.  

https://qz.com/471639/zimbabwe-has-suspended-the-hunting-of-wildlife-following-the-death-of-cecil-the-lion/
http://edition.cnn.com/2015/05/20/us/conservation-hunting-right-or-wrong/index.html


 

 
 

It is a cause for celebration that so many people love lions, elephants and other wild animals -- 

but we should be extremely wary of basing decisions on emotion alone, in case we worsen their 

conservation outlook, and effectively love them to death.  

* 
 

 

FATHER-DAUGHTER DEER HUNT 

 
By Ryan Watts 

SSC Board Director 

 

Deer hunting this season couldn’t have started off better.  We had a light snow fall across the 

Sierras and the deer were on the move.  My 17-year-old Izzy, is an avid hunter, (already with 

several deer under her belt), was all too eager to get up at 0 dark 30 and heap up to the frigid air 

in search of dinner.  We were luck this year, in that Izzy drew a Doe Tag for D-5, therefore the 

odds of seeing a viable candidate were high.  Though, unlike the grazing deer we see daily in the 

foothills, these black tail are skittish and elusive. 

The morning hunt was turning out to be a bust.  We had seen several does, but either on the 

move or in too thick of an area for a clean shot.  But, just as we decided to pack it in, a large doe 

crossed in front of us at about 75 yards.  Upon seeing us she stopped to observe, presenting Izzy 

with a clean broadside.  Izzy took the shot, without hesitation, dropping her with a single shot 

from a .243 at 75 yards.  I could not have been more proud, than I was at that moment, my 17 

years old daughter, took the shot, then helped me clean and carry the animal to the truck, without 

complaint or Instagram… 
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AN UPLAND GAME BIRD HUNTING EXPERIENCE 

 
By Ryan Watts 

SSC Board Director 

 

 

On November 5th, two of my daughters and I had the wonderful experience of being able to go 

hunting together.  Tori who is 14 and Alex, who is 11, had never really used a shotgun and when 

presented with the opportunity to learn to hunt birds at the Birds Landing Annual Youth 

Pheasant Hunt, we jumped on it.   

The morning started with a safety brief and introduction to our instructor/guides. The kids were 

then handed 28g shotguns, sporting ammo, and taken to the sporting clay range for the first stage 

of the training.  The instructor spends the next hour teaching the girls (one on one) how to track, 

lead and take down a bird with one shot.  Alex, being the smallest in family, was very 

intimidated with the thought of shooting something that might kick.  After the first shot, she was 

pleasantly surprised at how little the 28 kicked and she nailed the second clay that came out and 

she continued to hit the clays consistently; she is a natural.  Tori (who is a competitive precision 

rifle shooter) had a difficult time transitioning to the shotgun, but after a few rounds of misses 

and playful jeering from her younger sister, she got her first clay; thereafter she was 

unstoppable… 

Once the girls were comfortable with the shotguns, we went back to the club house for a short 

break and prepared for phase two, our big hunt.  The kids were all given up to 3 pheasants and 

while we geared up, the pheasants were set free in our prospective fields.  Our guides then 

grabbed their dogs and we headed out to the fields.  Each girl was instructed on how to walk with 

the gun, to maintain muzzle awareness, engaged safety until prepared to shoot, and keeping the 

finger off the trigger. I was pleased to see that they listened carefully and were safe the entire 

day.   

Not long in the fields, the dogs were on a bird and Tori scored the first kill of the day.  Though 

we wore the kids out walking through the tall grass, both girls were able to get a bird and had a 

wonderful experience that will carry them for years, whether hunting or not.   After the hunt, 

Birds Landing cleaned our birds for us and treated us with lunch.  I could not have asked for a 

better day with my girls.   

 

                                    



 

 
 

 

 

 


