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P.O. Box 221249, Sacramento CA  95822-8249                                      Join Us On Facebook!  
www.sacramentosafariclub.org 
info@sacramentosafariclub.org 

 
Upcoming Events:  
 
November 3rd - SSC Youth 
Shoot @ Birds Landing Hunting 
Preserve 
 
SSC Chapter Fundraiser - 
Saturday, March 21st, 2020 

Board Officers: 
 
Ed White - Past President 
Don Giottonini - President 
Kevin Wong - 1st V.P. 
Dan Cirillo - 2nd V.P. 
Wayne Wickham - Treasurer 
Cal Ryan - Secretary 

Board Directors: 
 
Dan Birch 
Philip Ford 
Paul Dal Porto 
Vance Gilley 
Tom Bors 
Darrel Odland 

 

 

Convention Dates 

2020 - Last year in Reno, NV.  Feb 5th - Feb 8th!  Make sure you attend!  

2021 & 2022 - Las Vegas, NV 

2023, 2024 & 2025 -  Nashville 

2026, 2027 & 2028 -  New Orleans 

REGISTER NOW for 2020 Convention HERE! 

 

 

A big big thank you to our Sponsors! 
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Paul Snider        

 
SSC  and SCI Life Member Paul Snider passed away on Monday, August 19th.  He was 
92.  
 
His generous support for various hunting and conservation clubs was just one area Paul 
supported the local hunting community and fed his passion for the outdoors.  His 
contributions towards Sacramento Safari Club has allowed our local chapter to continue 
our presence and be the best in Northern California. 
 
A local celebration of his life will be on September 17th at 10:30 at the Sutter Club. 
Memorial gifts may be sent to Ben Ali Shriners, 3262 Marysville Boulevard, 
Sacramento, CA 95815.  
 
Our thoughts go out to Renee and the Snider family. 
 
To view Paul’s obituary, please visit  The Modesto Bee 
 

 

 

News / Articles 
● AB 273 - Department of Finance has weighed in with OPPOSE  
● AB 1254 - Department of Finance has weighed in with OPPOSE.  The bobcat 

bill was up in Senate Appropriations Committee on August 12th and it went to 
the suspense calendar until August 29th. Kathy Lynch testified in opposition as 
did CWA and CRPA. We were the only folks at this hearing and no supporters 
showed up for the hearing.  

● AB 44 - Department of Finance has weighed in with OPPOSE.  Went to the 
suspense calendar which will be taken up on August 29-30 

● California gun laws: Analysis measures the impact on mass shootings.  Read it 
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HERE 
● AB 1669 - we opposed and was pulled from August 12th’s hearing.  The bill 

went to suspense and Kathy Lynch testified with NRA in opposition. They take 
up the suspense calendar on August 29-30th.  

● SB 172 -The Department of Finance came out with an oppose on this bill on 
August 12th.   The bill officially went  to the suspense file August 14th. That 
calendar will be taken up on August 29-30. 

● Rival gun groups look to fill the NRA's void.  Read it HERE 
 

 
 

2019 Award Winners! 
 
Congratulations to all of our award winners!  You can see the pictures on our Facebook 
page.  Member of the Year went to Vince Bloom for all of his support for our club. 
Hunter of the Year went to Steve Hopkins.  
 
Jeanne Wallen not only received her chapter award for her Columbian Black-Tailed 
Deer, but she is also the recipient of SCI’s First Pinnacle of Achievement award.  More 
details on that to come.  
 
Since Steve was not able to attend the dinner in person, below is his gratitude and 
acceptance of the award: 
 

Hunting is a lifelong passion for me.  I hunted my first buck at the Hopkins family 
ranch in Potter Valley at age 11 and I was hooked.  I read a book called Hunter 
by John Hunter in my junior year of high school and it motivated me to want to 
hunt in Africa.  
  
I went on my first African safari at the age of 51 in 1999 with my wife Nancy.  We 
had a fantastic time hunting, enjoying safari life and hunting together.  Over the 
years, we have been to 10 African countries to hunt. 
  
My 29th safari in Africa was last year in Uganda, where we also trekked and saw 
Mountain Gorillas in the Impenetrable Forest.  We had a fantastic hunting trip 
and I took 13 trophies.  
  
My highlights of Africa hunting include an elephant in Botswana that weighed 87 
and 82 pounds, a mountain nyala in Ethiopia,  a prized Bongo and two Lord 
Derby in the Cameroon on two separate trips, and a 47” Buffalo in Tanzania in 
the Selous where I also hunted elephant.  Another highlight was taking both the 
East African Sitatunga and Sesse Island Sitatunga on the same safari in Uganda. 
I have hunted in Canada, Spain, Scotland at the Queen’s Balmoral Estate, 
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Australia, New Zealand and all over the U.S. 
  
My wife and I have enjoyed every hunt we’ve been on even though every hunt 
did not result is a trophy.  The camps, adventure, wildlife, scenery, food and 
campfires have made every trip memorable and special. 
  
I am a Life member of Safari Club International, California Waterfowl, and Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation, and  I am a proud member of the Sacramento Chapter 
of SCI.  I firmly believe in hunting and conservation, and have supported many 
organizations over the years to further these goals.  Wildlife management and 
sustained yield are so important to maintain habitat so our sons, daughters and 
grandchildren will be able to continue our legacy of hunting.  
  
Thank you for this outstanding award.  I am truly humbled, excited and grateful 
that you have honored me and I look forward to many more years of enjoying 
hunting.  

 
- Steve Hopkins 

 

HUNTER SAFETY CLASSES 

Last Hunter Safety Class:  
                        October 12th & 13th (Traditional) 

Instructor:  Don Giottonini 
Location:  Montezuma Fire Station (at the corner of Birds Landing Rd. & Shiloh 
Rd) 
Times for class:  Saturday 8:00-3:00 pm and Sunday 8:00-12:00 
*Includes lunch and gun handling 
Cost:  $20/student 
 

For sign-up instructions, go to:  CDFW Website and choose “option 1” for traditional 
class. 
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BOLIVIAN ADVENTURES 
A Once-In-A-Lifetime Dove & Pigeon Hunt  
By SSC Member Ken Baccetti 
 

 
Being a new member of Safari Club International, Sacramento Chapter, I didn’t know what to 
expect when my wife Kathy and I were invited by Dan and Rick Cirillo, from Birds Landing 
Hunting Preserve, to the Annual Fundraising Dinner in Sacramento two years ago.  Since I have 
known Dan and Rick for close to 30 years, we accepted their invitation.  You see, I have been 
talking to them about the annual dove and pigeon hunt they’ve been going on in South America 
for some time.  Both Dan and Rick told me that they donated a Bolivian dove and pigeon hunt to 
Safari Club International Sacramento Chapter’s fundraiser, as a live auction item.  Being 
intrigued on the possibility of donating to SCI, and going to Bolivia on a dove and pigeon hunt, it 
convinced me to go to the dinner with my wife and bid on the trip.  Needless to say, I was the 
winning bidder.  
 
My wife Kathy, a non-hunter, was not only interested in going on the trip, but she was excited as 
I was to participate in SCI’s “Blue Bag” humanitarian efforts in Bolivia.  After making all of the 
arrangements, with Dan Cirillo’s guidance, Kathy, my brother-in-law Kevin, and I were off to 
Bolivia on April 10, 2019.  Dan Cirillo and other hunters from Birds Landing Hunting Preserve 
were also on the trip with us.  
 
Upon our arrival in the City of Santa Cruz, Bolivia, we were all met at the airport by the son of 
the owner of Bolivian Adventures, Filipe.  Filipe walked us all through the visa and baggage 
claim process.  His guidance was more than welcome as it helped us move through the airport 
very fast.  We were then driven by shuttle to a very nice hotel in Santa Cruz.  It was at this point 
that our group had a terrific brunch and a short rest in our rooms prior to a very interesting tour 
of Santa Cruz that Dan Cirillo arranged.  After the tour we had a delicious dinner at the Sir 
Pieper Bar in Santa Cruz, which is owned by Bolivian Adventures.  After dinner, we all went to 
our rooms for a night of sleep.  
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The following morning, we awoke to yet another excellent brunch and then we were off by 
shuttle to the Bolivian Adventures Lodge.  Upon our arrival at the lodge, we were met by the 
owner, Jorge, and all of his family and staff.  We were then shown to our spacious rooms and 
accommodations.  I must say, my wife and I have traveled and stayed at some very nice hotels 
and inns over the years.  The accommodations at Bolivian Adventures equals or surpasses a 
five-star hotel in the States.  From the lodge itself, the pool, the outstanding cuisine, the helpful 
staff, and the beautiful landscaping, we knew we were staying at nothing short of an outstanding 
lodge.  
 
One very important concern for us, was Kathy’s diet.  You see, Kathy has Celiac which means 
she has to eat gluten-free because of her ailment.  I mentioned this to Dan Cirillo prior to the 
trip, and we couldn’t believe how Bolivian Adventures went over and above for Kathy.  They 
baked gluten-free muffins and bread for her daily. They also had someone explain to her what 
food items she could and couldn’t eat at every meal.  Needless to say, food issues were not a 
problem at all for her on this trip. 
 
Funny, I haven’t even talked about the hunting yet.  Well, what can I say, the hunting was 
nothing short of amazing.  From the time I met my bird boy each morning and afternoon, for 
each hunt, we had no shortage of birds. The many waves of either doves or pigeons were 
endless.  Using two guns, Benelli 20 gauge M2’s, allowed me to harvest more birds than I could 
ever have imagined. My bird boy had my second gun loaded quickly so there was never a slow 
down or stoppage unless I needed a water break.  I have never experienced a bird hunt 
equivalent to this in my 45 plus years of hunting.  
 
 

                    
 
On the afternoon of our final day at the lodge, Rick Cirillo, President Don Giottonini and other 
hunters from Birds Landing Hunting Preserve arrived for their hunt.  Dan Cirillo informed us that 
this was the pre-arranged afternoon President Don Giottonini was going to join us on a “Blue 
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Bag” humanitarian visit to a local grammar school in town.  With the help of translators, 
President Don Giottonini, Dan Cirillo, Kathy and I visited the children.  The visit was a true eye 
opener.  The young children were so appreciative of the many school supplies and soccer balls 
we presented them.  
 
 
It was very humbling to see the expressions on the faces of those children as we handed them 
these supplies.  It is something Kathy and I will never forget.  It really makes you appreciate 
what we have, and how fortunate we are to be members of Safari Club International.  Not only 
are we hunters, but we are also humanitarians, bringing joy and happiness to those that are in 
need.  
 
 

                  
 
Kathy and I are planning on returning to Bolivian Adventures, not only to hunt, but to visit those 
children once again.  We want to see those expressions of joy on their faces.  
 
Kenneth Baccetti 
Member, SCI Sacramento Chapter 
 
 
 

 
SCI BOARD MEETING 
 
SSC President Don Giottonini attending the 3rd quarter SCI board meeting in Nashville, TN this 
month.    The governance meeting was the most important. 
 
Regional Representatives and some chapters have been identified as cheating on attendance 
or avoiding paying their 30 percent. SSC strongly opposed and were applauded. SCI National 
also came up with a plan to charge everyone based off the 990 form, which SSC also strongly 
opposed.  Again, we were  applauded!  
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Also, a new Advocacy Action Center has been set up to continue the fight.  If you haven’t signed 
up to receive these alerts, be sure you do  .  .  .  
 

Introducing the SCI Hunter Advocacy Action Center 
 

 
 

Receive alerts when issues come up that may affect management, conservation, and hunting 
access on public land, plus national legislative issues. Help protect the freedom to hunt by signing 

up to receive alerts and be ready to take action! 
 

Text "SCI" to 73075 on your mobile phone (rates may apply) 

 
 
 
 

  A Reminder to Our Members of Who SCI Is 
 

● Who Is SCI?  An organization of politically active members who hunt on federal, state 
and private lands and who vote in federal, state and local elections to protect their 
hunting opportunities and conserve our nation’s wildlife.  SCI is the country’s leader in 
advocacy to protect the freedom to hunt and to promote wildlife conservation worldwide. 
SCI has approximately 50,000 members active in 200 chapters that represent all 50 of 
the United States as well as 106 other countries.  Through our active advocacy network, 
SCI has the ability to work with federal and state legislators and policy makers to 
develop, promote and communicate positions on important issues, laws, regulations and 
initiatives and to generate broad support for candidates who support hunting and the 
issues that are important to them. 

● Mission and Purpose - The mission of SCI is to protect the freedom to hunt and to 
promote wildlife conservation worldwide.  The purposes of SCI include: 

○ To advocate, preserve and protect the rights of all hunters. 
○ To promote safe, legal and ethical hunting and related activities. 
○ To engage in advocacy within the limits imposed by law and regulation; to 

monitor, support, educate or otherwise take positions on local, national and 
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international legislative, executive, judicial or organizational endeavors that foster 
and support these purposes and objectives. 

○ To inform and educate the public concerning hunting and related activities. 
SCI members help shape and promote the image of the hunter to the general public, 
through their words and actions.  In addition to practicing ethical hunting while in the 
field, SCI members give back by participating in educational, civic service, conservation 
and humanitarian efforts across the globe. 

 
● What resources does SCI have to offer?  In SCI’s office on Capitol Hill, we have 

experienced lobbyists, litigators, policy makers and social media experts working 
hand-in-hand with wildlife biologists from our sister organization, the Safari Club 
International Foundation.  We administer the largest sportsmen led Political Action 
Committee (SCI-PAC) that helps support campaigns of legislators on both sides of the 
aisle.  SCI’s Washington, D.C. office has the capacity to: 

a. Develop, edit and analyze legislation 
b. Defend federal actions, rules, plans and policies in federal and state courts 
c. Alert and generate support for federal and state legislation through our 

communications network 
d. Support candidates in federal and state races throughout the country 
e. Draft scientifically supported comment letters and white papers on hunting 

related decision-making. 
 
Learn more about SCI by visiting www.safariclub.org or contacting Anna Seidman at our 
Washington D.C. office at 202-543-8733 or aseidman@safariclub.org.  
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