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Status on Assembly Bills 
 

Since our last newsletter, below is an update on what was 

outstanding in September. 

 

SB 1487  Iconic African Species Protection Act.  Passed the legislature 

but Governor Brown vetoed. 

 

SB 1100 – Firearms Transfers.  This bill would prohibit the sale or transfer 
of any firearm by a licensed dealer, except as specifically exempted, to any 

person under 21 years of age.  Passed in the Senate.  Governor has signed. 

SB 1177 - Firearms: transfers: would, with few exceptions, limit the 

purchase of any firearm, including rifles and shotguns, by an individual 

to one per month  Passed  in the Senate.  Governor vetoed. 
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Upcoming Events >>> 

• SSC Youth Hunt – Nov 4th @ 

Birds Landing Hunting Preserve 

• SCI Annual Convention  - 

January 9th-12th. 

• ISE Show – Sacramento, Cal 

Expo.  January 17th – 20th 

• SSC Fundraiser, March 16th 

Thanks to our 

Sponsors! 
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Will be on March 16th, 2019.  We are gearing up and each year we strive to make it the best 

event it can be.  Please submit your feedback or any recommendations to 

info@sacramentosafariclub.org and the Board will make every effort on making improvements.   

 

Also, we are looking for donated hunts and merchandise.  If anyone has any recommended 

outfitters, timeshares, cabins or items they would like to donate, please contact us.  Our recently 

updated donation forms are included.  You or the Outfitter can also go out to our website and 

complete the online donation forms at https://www.sacramentosafariclub.org/donate.  

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

African Countries make case for Trophy Hunting 
Michael Doyle, E&E News, October 2, 2018 

 

African officials from several countries are helping an Interior Department Advisory panel make the case 

for international trophy hunting. 

 

A University of Botswana tourism studies professor called hunting a “conservation tool”.  An ecologist 

from Zimbabwe said “trophy or safari hunting is ‘key in sustainable wildlife utilization’ “.  An official 

from Namibia said hunting “generates meat, money and jobs”. 

 

They were, to be sure, PowerPoint-preaching to the choir. 

 

During a two-day session convened last week at Fish and Wildlife Service headquarters in Northern 

Virginia, members of the decidedly pro-hunting International Wildlife Conservation Council collected 

evidence about the benefits of hunting from the host country perspective.   

 

“This will strengthen our ability to best conserve our world heritage”, a Tanzanian official declared on his 

PowerPoint slide presentation, which called for “opening up of USA market to Tanzania elephant and lion” 

trophies. 

 

The presentation by Imani Richard Nkuwi, of the Tanzania Wildlife Management Authority, was a month 

half a dozen set for the advisory council’s third meeting, held Wednesday and Thursday.  Packed with data, 

the presentations provided more ammunition for the council’s stated goal of providing “advice and 

recommendations to the Secretary of the Interior regarding the benefits that result from U.S. citizens 

traveling to foreign nations to engage in hunting”. 

 

The members of the council, who previously convened in Washington, D.C. and Atlanta, include a number 

who are affiliated with the National Rifle Association and Safari Club International. 
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“You’ve got to tell the story:  Here are the benefits that we bring and tell a positive story”, University of 

Maryland computer scientist Tom Snitch advised the council in June, a meeting transcript shows.  “It’s got 

to be true.  Because the media will lie in wait for you to make a mistake, and then they’ll jump on you, and 

then they’ll hammer you.” 

 

Bill Brewster, the former Oklahoma congressman who chairs the advisory council, agreed.  “In a sports 

kind of narrative, if you play defense all the time, you’re going to get scored on,” Brewster observed at the 

June meeting. 

 

Toward that end, Roseline Mandisodza-Chikerema, the chief ecologist for the Zimbabwe Parks and 

Wildlife Management Authority, assured the council last week that “hunting is a conservation tool that if 

done scientifically with robust monitoring will assist in the conservation of wildlife species.” 

 

The authority manages 13 percent of Zimbabwe’s total landmass.  This includes 16 designated “safari 

areas” spanning about 7,300 square miles.  The authority estimates the country’s elephant population at 

about 83,000 with an annual national hunting quota set at 500. 

 

The number of elephants killed is “considerably lower, [has] a negligible impact on the overall population 

rate, and [has] declined in the past three years due to the import suspension” imposed by the United States, 

Mandisodza-Chikerema reported. 

 

IN March, following some policy turmoil, the Fish and Wildlife Service resumed offering permits on an 

individual basis for lion, elephant and bontebok trophies from countries including Zimbabwe, Zambia and 

South Africa. 

 

In Botswana, tourism studies professor Joseph Mbaiwa said, trophy hunting yielded benefits including 

“improved rural livelihoods [and] improved attitudes towards wildlife among local communities”.  A 2014 

hunting ban imposed by the country’s government has cost jobs and revenue that can’t be replaced by 

photo tourism alone, he said on his PowerPoint. 

 

“Sustainable wildlife conservation requires an integrated land use planning approach that respects 

photographic [and] hunting tourism and agricultural uses”, Mbaiwa said. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

               

 
 

This month, SSC member Leo Hansen and President Don Giottonini held a traditional hunter 

safety sponsored by SSC. 24 students from 9 to 65 years of age and all passed! The 2-day 

class has actual live fire on Sunday morning. For many it was the first time to actually shoot a 

gun. A mother and daughter team passed and plan on coming back for shooting lessons. Both 

were very excited about their new hobby. If you have anyone even remotely considering 

talking up shooting or hunting, enroll them in our next class. 
 

 

                 
 

 

 

 



 

 

             
 

 

Ivory Sales Lead to Court Conviction in Los Angeles County  

Posted: 10 Oct 2018 02:58 PM PDT                               

A Los Angeles County jury has convicted Anthony Buccola, 51, of Newport Beach, and his business, Antonio’s Bella Casa, 

on misdemeanor charges of selling narwhal tusks. Buccola and his business were found guilty on Aug. 1 in Los Angeles 

County Superior Court. 

Buccola was sentenced to 36 months probation with search terms, 200 hours of community service or 20 days in jail, $5,000 

fine plus penalty assessment and forfeiture of the narwhal tusks. Antonio Bella Casa, Inc, was sentenced to 36 months 

probation with search terms, a fine of $5,000 plus penalty assessment and forfeiture of the narwhal tusk. The penalty was set 

pursuant to Fish and Game Code, section 2022, which took effect on July 1, 2016. 

The investigation began in December 2016, when wildlife officers from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

(CDFW) Law Enforcement Division Trafficking Unit saw two narwhal tusks displayed at the retail antique store. The tusks 

were 79 and 87 inches long. An officer visited Antonio’s Bella Casa and an employee offered to sell the narwhal tusks for 

$35,000 each. He ultimately agreed to sell the tusks to an undercover officer for $30,000 each. 

The tusks were seized as evidence and the CDFW Wildlife Forensics Lab conducted additional analysis. Wildlife forensics 

specialists confirmed the tusks were from narwhal. 

“We would like to thank the Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office and specifically their Environmental Justice Unit for their 

assistance in this investigation and the subsequent prosecution,” said David Bess, CDFW Deputy Director and Law 

Enforcement Division Chief. “The penalties assessed by this court should deter further acts of ivory trafficking and prove 

California’s commitment to halting the demand for ivory which contributes to poaching of narwhal in their native range.” 

“Selling ivory is not only illegal, it’s immoral,” said Mike Feuer, Los Angeles City Attorney. “The ivory trade is abominable, 

with devastating consequences that imperil threatened species like the narwhal. This prosecution and conviction sends the 

strong message that those who may think of selling ivory tusks will be held accountable. I also want to thank our partners at 

the California Department of Fish and Wildlife for their close partnership on this important issue.” 

Assembly Bill 96, authored in 2015 by then Assembly Speaker and current Senate President Pro Tempore Toni Atkins (D-San 

Diego), made it unlawful to purchase, sell, offer for sale, possess with intent to sell or import with intent to sell ivory or 

rhinoceros horn, except as specified. AB 96 defines ivory as the tooth or tusk from a species of elephant, hippopotamus, 

mammoth, mastodon, walrus, warthog, whale or narwhal, or a piece thereof, whether raw ivory or worked ivory, and includes 

a product containing, or advertised as containing, ivory. A first-time violation of this law is a misdemeanor subject to specified 

criminal penalties and fines between $1,000 and $40,000, depending upon the value of the item. 

 

https://cdfgnews.wordpress.com/2018/10/10/ivory-sales-lead-to-court-conviction-in-los-angeles-county/

